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Gal 6:7

FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Sis.  Nancy Wood;


Bro. Richard Phillips recovering from a fall.


Chris Roy and Sis. Rhetta Chris’ thyroid was 


removed and he will need more treatment. 


Ryan and Amanda; Ralston’s improvement 


Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister Becca


Debee had to come off chemo treatment and


 is not doing well. 


All of our expecting mothers: Marla Jones; 


Lyndsey Wilcox; Emily Clark; Libby 


Behrmann; Anna Tramell;  





________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ
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Learn more @
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Sam Adams


 Song Leader----Chantz Adams


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


   Asst. 1-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Jack Green


   Asst. 3-----Collins Boakye


   Asst. 4-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Adams


2nd Prayer----Justin Douthitt 


Read Scripture---Ross Statham 


Sermon-------Whit Hays


Announcements—Wes Guyton


Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Clay Bowman





Special Service


Sam Adams





Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


Announcements—Wes Guyton


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


 Invitation---Matt Jones


 Closing Prayer---George Wilcox





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Repentance





I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  (Luke 13:5)





     By the time the words of the prophets had come to a close, the rebellion of the nation was so severe that Malachi wrote; Ye have wearied Jehovah with your words. (Mal 2:17) Leaving them with a promise of a messiah and a forerunner to prepare the way, God is silent for four hundred years. He has not forgotten their ways and He has not forgiven their sins. Because of the state in which He left them, it is only natural that when He speaks again it is a message of repentance. 


     When “John the Baptist” came preaching, it was a message of, repentance; "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt 3:2).  When Jesus began His ministry, He took up John's message of repentance, expanding it to include the good news of salvation: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel" (Mark 1:15).


In Jesus' preaching, it is seen that repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin: by repentance, one turns away from sin; by faith, one turns toward God in accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the message of Peter in (Acts 2:38). They needed to turn from their rebellious ways and back to God. 


     Contrary to the misunderstanding often made of (Rom. 6) i.e. that baptism puts to death the “old Man of sin” it is repentance that does so and thus makes one a candidate for baptism. By definition repentance is a turning away from sin and a turning back to God. Paul calls it a “godly sorrow” (II Cor. 7:10). 


				Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Weaknesses


By Sewell Hall











with the skeletons of those who have “gone in the way of Cain,” compromising their consciences, patronizing their weaknesses and going out with him “from 


the presence of the Lord” (Gen. 4:16).  It seems that our own generation has produced more than its share of these.


What can we do?


    Repent.  Repentance in regard to weakness is not a mere sorrow that we are weak.  Rather it is a decision that we will no longer indulge our weakness but overcome it.


    “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). Jesus had no weakness.  He demonstrated strength in every point in which we may be weak; and in our study of His character, we need to concentrate on that particular strength.  If we are tempted to pride, we must meditate on His humility; if we are selfish, we must isolate and imitate those examples of unselfishness in His life and ask ourselves constantly, “What would Jesus do?”


    Romans 13:14 also admonishes:  “Make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”  Indulgence of our weaknesses almost always requires some provision.  We must go to a certain place, get with certain people, take money or set aside time in our schedule.  Even premeditation of what we would like to do is making provision for the flesh.  This is the point at which we can most easily control ourselves.  Starving our weaknesses is the best way to defeat them.


    Finally, we must pray constantly, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  God will provide the way of escape; if we reject it we will simply have to confess that we chose


 to sin.








					





pay by making us “feel good about ourselves.”  By contrast, God’s word,  says:  “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 


but . . . will also make the way of escape that you may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13).


    Second, since weaknesses can be overcome, you are responsible for your conduct.  There may be something in the physical makeup of an individual which disposes him to be a drunkard or to be homosexual, but if he fails to control that appetite he is responsible for his conduct and for the consequences of it.  One individual may be more “high strung” than another, but if he loses his temper and causes harm to himself or others, he is responsible.  “For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it is evil” (Eccl. 12:14).  The Scriptures tell of many excuses offered to God, but never of one that was accepted.


    Third, you will either overcome your weakness or it will overcome and destroy you.  The story of your life will depend on which of these two alternatives actually occurs.  The difference between Peter and Judas was the fact that while Peter was overcoming his weakness, Judas was feeding and exercising his until it overpowered and destroyed him. When Cain “was very angry and his countenance fell” after God rejected his sacrifice, “the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry?  And why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will you not be accepted?  And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it’ ”  (Gen. 4:5b-7).  Bible students know what Cain did and the outcome. The halls of history are littered 





   “Everyone has weaknesses, nobody is perfect.”  We hear this line with increasing frequency as various prominent individuals fall into disgrace because of some moral lapse.  The statement, of course, is true.


    Bible characters had weaknesses which surfaced all along in their lives.  Abraham seemed to be reluctant to put himself at risk, even at the expense of his wife.  Jacob had a tendency to be deceptive.  Both Samson and David seem to have had a weakness for beautiful women; and Saul had a stubborn streak.  Judas was covetous.  Peter was susceptible to social pressure, and James and John were notably ambitious.  To this day Thomas is known, perhaps unfairly, as “doubting Thomas.”  Paul may well have had a strong temper.


    Doubtless, every reader of this magazine has at least one outstanding weakness.  We may not be aware of what it is, but most of us with very little effort can identify one unique problem we face in our efforts to be Christians.  Let me challenge each reader to identify that weakness and think about it particularly as we proceed with some important observations.


Some facts about your weakness


    First, you are not a helpless victim of your weakness.  We like to convince ourselves that we are.  This excuses our misconduct on the ground that “This is just the way I am.”  A bad temper is just the Irish in us, stinginess is your Scottish blood, homosexuals were born that way and violence is a reflection of the way our parents raised us.  If our conscience troubles us, we can easily find a professional counselor who will reinforce our rationalization and earn his 
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This type of repentance leads to a fundamental change in a person's relationship to God and no one can be saved without it.


     But, what about the rest of our life in a sinful world? We all sin and that puts us at odds with God and we need not fool ourselves by thinking otherwise (I Jn. 1: 8). But, there is hope, a solution for sin and it is repentance (I Jn. 1: 9).  When you sin, repent, when you sin again, repent, it is the only recourse we have. It is interesting to me that when Peter asks Jesus how often he should forgive a brother who sins against him, he inserts, “seven times”? 


(a perfect number to a Jewish mind). Jesus responds with an infinitely perfect number, seventy times seven. 


(Matt 18: 22) The only way Jesus could expect this out of Peter is because it is the kind of love and mercy and grace that God shows to each one of us. No matter how much or often we sin when we come to God in true penitence God will forgive. 


     On the other hand, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. (Gal 6:7) I believe that most of us (Christians) know when we sin and I also believe that we know when we repent and set things right. Rest assured, however, repentance is not some kind of mind game where I want to make perfectly sure I did sin before I make any show of repentance. Nor, is it something you can wait on until you have cleaned up all your messes before you repent.


Repentance is about sin and your relationship with God. If we do not exercise it with humility and godly sorrow, we are hopelessly lost.


		Joe Phillips

















